
Ola High School 11th Grade English (Honors III) 

SUMMER READING ASSIGNMENT 

Teachers: Krista Holland 

Google Classroom: phnwln 

E-Mail: krista.holland@henry.k12.ga.us  

Summer availability: Monday-Friday by email (please allow 24-48 hours for response) 

Required Reading: 

Please choose one of the American Literature titles listed below. If you choose one that isn’t on the list 

below, please seek approval from me in advance.  

1. The Adventures of Huckleberry Finn by 

Mark Twain 

2. The Catcher in the Rye by JD Salinger 

3. The Grapes of Wrath by John Steinbeck 

4. Their Eyes Were Watching God by Zora 

Neal Hurston  

5. The Awakening by Kate Chopin 

6. Black Boy by Richard Wright 

 

7. The Road by Cormac McCarthy  

8. The Red Badge of Courage by Stephen 

Crane 

9. Catch 22 by Joseph Heller 

 

10. Ethan Frome by Edith Wharton  

11. Call of the Wild by Jack London 

12. As I Lay Dying by William Faulkner 

13. The Color Purple by Alice Walker 

14. The Bean Trees by Barbara Kingsolver  

15. Invisible Man by Ralph Ellison 

16. A Tree Grows in Brooklyn by Betty Smith  

 

17. Slaughterhouse-Five by Kurt Vonnegut 

18. Beloved by Tony Morrison 

19. A Raisin in the Sun by Lorraine Hansberry 

20. One Flew Over the Cuckoo’s Nest by Ken 

Kesey 

The books can be purchased online, in bookstores, and may be carried in the public libraries.  Most book stores 

offer student discounts; ask for one.  

Assignment and Directions: 

DIRECTIONS 

1. Read a book of your choice from the list given. 

2. Write an essay (between three and five pages PLUS a works cited page) in which you examine the 

presence of a specific theme in the text you chose.  You MUST choose the theme from the list below. 

The struggle of the American Dream   Capitalism- the effect on the individual   

Alienation      Convention and Rebellion 

Racism      Fate and Free Will 

Nature vs. Nurture      Role of Women 

Family- blessing or a curse     War- glory, necessity, pain, tragedy, survival 

The Escape from Reality      Injustice 

Religion      Self-discovery  
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Please construct an essay that goes beyond summary.  You are picking a theme and supporting your choice. 

For instance: What is the message conveyed by this theme? How does the presence of this theme enhance the 

text? What is the author’s perspective on the message conveyed by this theme?      

Your Response MUST: 

 Be typed in a 12 point Times New Roman font.   

 Be correctly formatted according to MLA guidelines (see 

https://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/747/24/ for instructions and examples) 

You will turn in your work during the first week of school --- most likely the first Wednesday.  The 

responses will be assessed for both quality and content. Honest attempts are better than no attempts at all 

(plagiarism is equivalent to a non-attempt).  You have plenty of time to think, edit, and revise; please do 

so. 

COMPLETE assignments that are turned in on time will be afforded the opportunity for revision and an 

improved grade.   

 

Please contact me with any questions you may have!  I look forward to working 

with each of you this summer! 
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